City of Lockport
Maker Space Support Grant Program
(August 18, 2021)

The City of Lockport has implemented a Maker Space Support Grant Program for the designated
Maker Spaces located within the Target Area as designated by the City of Lockport and identified in
Appendix A. The goal of this program is to help small entrepreneurs have the opportunity to construct
shipping container-like structures to house their growing business, allow business owners to focus
their capital on business-related expenses, and improve the look and appeal of the designated maker
areas to other small businesses, creating an attraction that expands the appeal of the area. This
reimbursement grant is provided to owners in recognition of the positive impact that they can have on
the overall appearance, quality and vitality of the City’s business culture, spurring new permanent
space businesses as owners grow and become successful.
Grant participants can receive a reimbursement of up to a 50% of approved costs of eligible
improvements, up to $10,000 per business.
Award amounts above the $10,000.00 maximum can be awarded at the sole discretion of the City
Council upon recommendation by the Director of Community and Economic Development or City
Administrator and based on available funding in current City fiscal period if the unit’s design integrates
finishes or façade elements above and beyond the standard container and paint, sustainable
technologies that reduce utility loads (solar panels, green roofs, etc) or engages the public with an
physical educational initiative (signage about processes, construction methodologies, etc).
The application must be approved by City Council and funding has to be available in the current fiscal
year. All necessary permits obtained prior to the applicant commencing façade and/or site
improvements. After the project is complete and prior to reimbursement, all invoices and proof of
payment (being a copy of a cancelled check/s or a copy of a credit card receipt/s) must be submitted
to the Director of Community & Economic Development or his/her designee for review and then
forwarded to the City Council for final approval.
The grant agreement and application are attached. Please review the provisions of the grant
agreement and application requirements and schedule a meeting with the Director of Community &
Economic Development or his/her designee. If you have any questions or need additional information
please contact the Community Development Department/Planning at (815) 838-0549, option 4. The
Community Development Department is located at City Hall, 222 E. 9th Street, 2nd Floor, Lockport IL
60441.
Thank you for your interest in the City of Lockport Maker Space Support Program.
I.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
A.

To be eligible for a Maker Space Support Grant Program, the unit must be used for
commercial or institutional purposes, must be located on approved City-owned property,
and must execute a license agreement provided by the City. The Target Area is
designated by the City of Lockport as identified in Appendix A. Properties that are not
eligible to apply for or receive program funds include non-commercial or institutional uses

and any improvement acquired by lease.
B.

II.

An application for a grant request may be submitted by the unit owner with concurrence
of the Director of Community and Economic Development or City Administrator. The
owner of the business shall have on file with the City a (New) Business Permit Application
and shall have received an Occupancy Permit.

ELIGIBLE IMPROVEMENTS
The following items are eligible for grant program funds:
 Exterior unit aesthetic improvements – installation of customizations of the baseline
standard unit configuration including graphics, signage, openings, façade modifications
(designed wood, metal or other material combinations) or artistic elements including
sculpture, mosaic and similar applications.
 Rooftop spaces – usable private outdoor spaces on top of the units including surfacing,
railings, doors and other components necessary to create a functioning space.
 Ground level outdoor spaces – decking, faux turf, furnishings and other semipermanent outdoor elements.
 Aesthetic Lighting – lighting used to highlight features of the unit or are otherwise
aesthetically integrated into the unit.
 Awnings –addition of exterior awnings to create outdoor spaces.
 User Comfort Improvements – Air conditioning, water connections or similar
improvements
 Sustainable improvements – solar panels, composting toilets, green roof and other
technologies that reduce the utility load required to support the unit.
 Educational improvements – signage, interactive exhibits, and other creative elements
that contribute to the physical presence of the business.

III.

INELIGIBLE IMPROVEMENTS
The following items are not eligible for grant program funds:
 Any items inside the exterior skin (metal sides) of the unit.
 Base painting of the cargo unit
Improvements not specifically listed as eligible or ineligible are subject to review as to
eligibility by the Director of Community & Economic Development or his/her designee
who will advise the City Council. All improvements must comply with City codes and
ordinances. Any required building permits must be obtained prior to starting
construction.

IV. REVIEW CRITERIA
Every project will be evaluated for the value of its improvement, extent/scope of work
proposed, and its potential impact on the maker space area. The staff review will consider
the following:



Extent and type of the proposed improvements (structural and permanent
improvements are given priority).
Improvements that customize the exterior of the unit to enhance the liveliness and
unique character of the space.

CITY OF LOCKPORT
MAKER SPACE SUPPORT GRANT
AGREEMENT
THIS AGREEMENT, entered into this

day of , 20_

, between The

City of Lockport, Illinois (hereinafter referred to as the “City”) and the following designated
OWNER(s), to wit:

Owner Name:__________________
Address:_____
City:

State:

Phone #

Zip Code:
Email:

Name of Business: ____________________________________
Project Address:

WITNESSETH
WHEREAS, A Maker Space Support Grant Program is established for maker spaces located in the
Target Area as designated by the City of Lockport and identified in Appendix A, or as approved by the
City Council;
WHEREAS, The Maker Space Support Grant Program is administered by the City and is funded
from General Revenues, utilizing Gaming Revenues first, for purposes of enhancing the unique character
of the visible exterior of maker structures on City-owned properties within the Target Area as designated
by the City of Lockport and identified in Appendix A. This reimbursement grant is provided to owners in
recognition of the positive impact that they can have on the overall appearance, quality and vitality of the
City’s business culture.
WHEREAS, Pursuant to said Program the City has agreed to participate, subject to its sole
discretion, in sharing the cost of exterior improvements to the maker units up to a maximum of one-half
(1/2) of the approved contract cost of such improvement(s) but in no event shall the total City participation
exceed Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) for construction and architectural cost without the approval of
a majority the members of the City Council.
WHEREAS, The reimbursable maximum amount is subject to the number of applications and the
availability of program funding during the fiscal period at the time of application. Overall program funding
approved in any given year can be terminated by the City without notice.

WHEREAS, A privately owned maker unit, located in the Target Area, as designated by the City of
Lockport and identified in Appendix A, or as approved by the City Council, may be awarded funding
through this program as recommended by the Director of Community & Economic Development, City
Administrator or their designee and approved by City Council; provided its OWNER meets the terms and
conditions of the application provided by the City, and executes the Agreement contained therein.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreement obtained herein,
the City and OWNER(s) do hereby agree as follows:
SECTION ONE: COST SHARING – The City shall share in eligible improvement costs for the
OWNER(s) up to fifty percent (50%) of approved project costs up to a maximum amount of ten thousand
dollars ($10,000.00) for construction cost unless otherwise authorized by the City Council. The actual
amount per this agreement shall not exceed $

__________for construction cost.

The exterior

improvement costs which are eligible for City participation include all labor, materials, equipment and other
contract items necessary for the property execution and completion of the work as designated from the
design drawings approved by the City. Said design drawings and specifications are attached hereto as
Exhibit II.
SECTION TWO: DESIGN APPROVAL – No exterior improvement work as specified in Exhibit II
shall be undertaken until this Agreement with the City is executed and the design therefore has been
submitted to and approved by the Director of Community and Economic Development and Building
Department. Units that were approved for construction prior to approval date of this grant program can
be considered for reimbursement of costs provided they meet the requirements of the program and did
not receive other direct payments from the City. Following approval, the OWNER(s) shall contract for
the work and shall commence and complete all such work within sixty (60) days from the date of
such approval. If extenuating circumstances, such as weather, may cause the delay of completion
of such work, the OWNER(s) may request an additional sixty (60)-day extension to complete all
such work if such request is submitted to the Director of Community & Economic Development or
his/her designee at least thirty (30) days prior to the work completion deadline.
SECTION THREE: REVIEW OF PROJECT – The Director of Community & Economic Development
or his/her designee shall periodically review the progress of the contractor’s work on the improvements
pursuant to this Agreement. Such inspections shall not replace any required permit inspection by City
Inspectors. All work which is not in conformance with the approved drawings and specifications shall be
immediately remedied by the OWNER(s) and deficient or improper work shall be replaced and made to
comply with the approved drawings, specifications, and terms of this Agreement.
SECTION FOUR: DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS – Upon completion of the eligible
improvement(s) pursuant to this agreement and upon final inspection and approval by the Community

Development Department and/or other applicable department or agency, the OWNER(s) shall submit to
the City a properly executed and notarized contractor statement/bill of sale showing the full cost of
the work as well as each separate component amount due to the contractor and each and every
subcontractor involved in furnishing labor, materials, or equipment in the work. In addition, the
OWNER(s) shall submit to the Director of Community & Economic Development or his/her designee proof
of payment (being copy of a cancelled check/s or a copy of a credit card receipt/s) of the contract
cost pursuant to the contractor’s and architect’s statements.
The Director of Community & Economic Development or his/her designee shall, upon receipt of the
contractor’s statement and proof of payment schedule the request for reimbursement on the next regularly
scheduled City Council meeting agenda. Upon approval by the City Council, the Finance Department issue
a check to the OWNER(s) in payment of: one-half of the approved cost or ten thousand dollars ($7,500.00)
whichever is less, unless a greater amount is approved by City Council. In no case shall the amount paid
to the OWNER(s) exceed the amount specified in this Agreement or in the contractor’s or architect’s
statements.
SECTION FIVE : UNIT MAINTENANCE. At the time of reimbursement and until removed from the
site, the unit shall be maintained in a fashion that is clean and tidy with no exterior storage of materials
(unless screened from view), no rust on the unit, no chipping paint or loose attachments.
SECTION SIX:

FAILURE TO COMPLETE WORK – If the OWNER(s) or his contractor fail to

complete the work provided for herein or is not in conformity with the plans, specifications and all terms of
this Agreement, the Agreement shall terminate and the financial obligation on the part of the City shall
cease and become null and void.
SECTION SEVEN: UNRELATED IMPROVEMENTS – Nothing herein is intended to limit, restrict,
or prohibit the OWNER(s) from undertaking any other work in or about the subject premises, subject to
City approval, which is unrelated to the eligible improvement(s) provided for in this Agreement.
SECTION EIGHT: MAXIMUM GRANT AWARDS – Nothing in this Agreement shall prohibit a
business or property owner from applying for more than one grant. However, a Ten Thousand Dollar
($10,000.00) total limitation shall apply to all Grant Awards made to a single unit at any one time.
SECTION NINE: CITY INDEMNIFICATION REGARDING CONSTRUCTION – The Owners of the
subject property agree to defend and hold harmless the City from any and all claims which may arise out
of said Owners’ design and construction activities under this Agreement.
SECTION TEN: GENERAL INDEMNIFICATION – In the event that, as a result of this Agreement,
or actions taken as required hereunder, the City is made a party defendant in any litigation arising by
reason of this Agreement, and development activities contemplated hereunder, the Owners agree to
defend and hold harmless the City, the Mayor, City Council, Officers and Agents thereof, individually and
collectively, from any suits and from any claims, demands, setoff or other action including but not limited

to judgments arising therefrom. The obligation of the Owners hereunder shall include and extend to
payment of reasonable Attorneys’ fees for the representation of the City and its said Officers and Agents
in such litigation and includes expenses, court costs and fees; it being understood that the Owners where
there shall be no applicable standards provided therein, shall have the right to employ all such Attorneys
to represent the City and its Officers and Agents in such litigation, subject to the approval of the Corporate
Authorities of the City, which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld. The Owners shall have the
right to appeal to courts of Appellate jurisdiction any judgment taken against the City or its Officers or
Agents in this respect, and the City shall join in any such appeal taken by the Owners.
SECTION ELEVEN: PERFORMANCE OF AGREEMENT – It is agreed that the parties hereto may
in law or in equity, by suit, action, mandamus, or any other proceeding, including specific performance,
enforce or compel the performance of this Agreement, which shall include the right of the parties to recover
a judgment for monetary damages against each other, provided, however, that the Owners shall not have
a right to recover a judgment for monetary damages against any Elected or Appointed Official of the City
for any breach of any of the terms of this Agreement. The City reserves the right to maintain an action to
recover damages or any sums which Owners have agreed to pay pursuant to this Agreement and which
have become due and remained unpaid.
SECTION TWELVE: EXHIBITS – It is agreed that Exhibits I through III shall be considered part of
this Agreement.
IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the date first
appearing above.
OWNER(s)

CITY OF LOCKPORT

Unit Owner

Mayor

DATE:

DATE:
ATTEST:
City Clerk
DATE:

EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT I

COPY OF APPLICATION

EXHIBIT II

IMPROVEMENT PLANS (LEVEL OF DETAIL TO BE
AGREED TO BY DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OR DESIGNEE) WITH
INFORMATION RELATED TO MATERIALS AND
DIMENSIONAL QUALITIES. ELEVATIONS AND,
WHERE REQUESTED, PERSPECTIVES OF THE
IMPROVEMENTS SHOULD BE PROVIDED

EXHIBIT III

CONTRACTOR’S ESTIMATES, INCLUDING
ITEMIZED COSTS.

EXHIBIT I

GRANT APPLICATION
Date: ___________________
Unit Owner:
Business Name:
Applicant Name:
Applicant Business Address:
Applicant Business Phone:

Home Phone:

Total Anticipated Budget:

$

Total Anticipated Grant Request:

$

Proposed Improvements (check all that apply):
______ Exterior aesthetics
_______ Lighting
______ Awnings
_______ Sustainable Improvements
______ Rooftop Spaces
_______ Educational Improvements
______ Ground outdoor spaces
Description of Proposed Improvements: _______________________________________________

I,

, hereby make application to the City of Lockport for a Maker

Space Support Grant Program in the anticipated amount of $

________.

I understand that my application must be approved by the City and that it must conform to established
design guidelines, as well as, specific design recommendations of the City of Lockport. I have read a
copy of the Maker Support Spaces Grant Program Agreement. If approved, I understand that all work
performed is subject to the provisions of the Grant Agreement, applicable codes and ordinances,
required permitting, and inspections.

Applicant Signature

Date

BUDGET
ACTIVITY

Total Anticipated Grant Request

ESTIMATED COST

$

Unit Fabricator for the Project:
Name:
Contact:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Contractor for the Project (if different from Fabricator):
Name:
Contact:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Upon reimbursement The City of Lockport shall make a check payable to:
Name/Business:
Address:
SS# or Tax ID# _____________________________________________________
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Appendix A:
Maker Space
Support Grant
Program

Target Area
Map

Notes

Date:

1: 4,514
0

0.07

0.14 Miles

Projection
WGS_1984_Web_Mercator_Auxiliary_Sphere

7/28/2021

Disclaimer of Warranties and Accuracy of Data: Although the data developed by Will County for its maps, websites, and Geographic
Information System has been produced and processed from sources believed to be reliable, no warranty, expressed or implied, is made
regarding accuracy, adequacy, completeness, legality, reliability or usefulness of any information. This disclaimer applies to both isolated and
aggregate uses of the information. The County and elected officials provide this information on an "as is" basis. All warranties of any kind,
express or implied, including but not limited to the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, freedom from
contamination by computer viruses or hackers and non-infringement of proprietary rights are disclaimed. Changes may be periodically made
to the information herein; these changes may or may not be incorporated in any new version of the publication. If you have obtained
information from any of the County web pages from a source other than the County pages, be aware that electronic data can be altered
subsequent to original distribution. Data can also quickly become out of date. It is recommended that careful attention be paid to the contents
of any data, and that the originator of the data or information be contacted with any questions regarding appropriate use. Please direct any
questions or issues via email to gis@willcountyillinois.com.

